Community Foundation of Portage & District

Awards and Bursary Committee Report

May 27, 2025

Present: Stephanie Verhoeven, Pat Nodrick, Carol Stewart, Divjot Divjot, Megan Sloik &
Lorna Knight

1.

Bursary Selections

We received 43 applicants, which is up slightly from last year (38). Stephanie went
through the applications ahead of time and removed applicants who did not meet
the criteria of the bursary. This helped to streamline the process and reduce the
number of applications the committee needed to review.

After discussion regarding some of the finer points regarding the bursary criteria, the
following are the committee’s decisions:

1. Russ Denton Memorial Bursary
Successful Applicant: Montana Murray
2. KD3 Bursary
Successful Applicant: Czarina Castellano

As this was the first time this bursary was awarded, the committee took extra time
and effort to ensure that the criteria of this bursary were met by the successful
applicant.

3. Dr. Donald William Rae Memorial Bursary
Successful Applicant: Gracie Rose
4. Dr. Harvey Hassard Memorial Bursary
Successful Applicants: Cassandra Garnham & Sydney Rumpli

The Committee has asked Lorna to follow up with applicants to see if they have
received their acceptance before determining the recipient.

Follow-up was completed to satisfaction of committee- pending acceptance inJune
2025, the successful candidate was selected.

5. Portage & Rural MS Support Bursary
Successful Applicant: Katherine Knox
6. Lorraine Rae Bursary Fund
Successful Applicant: Briley Wing



2.

7. Portage la Prairie Community Development Corporation Bursary
Successful Applicant: Colby Nikkel

The committee has asked Lorna to follow up with applicants to see if they have
received their acceptance before determining the recipient.

Follow up was completed to the satisfaction of the committee, acceptance by Colby
Nikkel was confirmed.

8. Don and Lois Booth Memorial Bursary
Successful Applicant: Ayushi Gusain
9. Bill and Cathy Skyhar Bursary Fund
Successful Applicant: Briley Wing
10. Jody Lee Fulton Memorial Bursary
Successful Applicant: Tyler Martens
11. Chuck Young Natural Resources Management Memorial Scholarship
Successful Applicant: No applications were received.
12. Radford Award for Math
Successful Applicant: Gracie Gargol
13. Radford Award for Science
Successful Applicant: Zachery Caners

Recommendations

The Bursary Committee is recommending the following:

Carrying over any bursary funds where no application was received in 2025.
Clearinstructions to applicants on what is required in addition to the application,
transcript and reference letter for each bursary.

Reaching out to PCl regarding the opportunity to present the bursary info to Grade
11 and Grade 12 classes at PCl/Westpark in advance of application deadlines.
Consider a blind selection process to reduce biases in selecting the recipients.
However, balance this with the benefits of knowing applicants personally which can
also be helpful in making final selection.

Make it clear on the application that entry with the program is required (pre-entry
programs such as arts, science, kinesiology, University 1) are not eligible for the Dr.
Donald William Rae Memorial Bursary, Dr. Harvey Hassard and Lorraine Rae
Bursaries.

Explore opportunities to promote the awards and bursaries to post-secondary
students/mature students.



