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Giving Back to the Community 

The Community Foundation of Portage & 
District (CFPD) wanted to show our 
appreciation for a very generous community 
of donors, sponsors, partners, and volunteers, 
who collectively make everything we do here 
possible. To give back to our community, we 
rolled out a new initiative, which will happen 
annually on April 26–28, called ‘CFPD Pay-it-

Forward Days’.  Over this 3-day period, local 
citizens  were randomly surprised with various 
pay-it-forward– type gestures at several 
different locations around the community.  

Community Foundation Day & Global Pay 
it Forward Day 

For this event, we chose April 26–28 to 
coincide with Manitoba’s designated 
Community Foundation Day on April 26 and 

Global Pay it Forward Day on April 28. The  
former  was proclaimed in 2023 and is meant 
to celebrate the positive impact that the 57 
community foundations have across our 
province, and the generosity of all Manitobans 
(who are consistently ranked as the most 
generous across Canada by the Fraser 
Institute). The latter was founded by Blake 
Beattie in 2007 and is meant to inspire people 
to make the world a little bit brighter by 
experiencing the power of giving and making a 
positive difference in the lives of others. There 
is the hope that recipients of this kindness will  
pay it forward themselves, creating a ripple  
effect around the world. As said by filmmaker 
and philanthropist George Lucas, “The best 
way to pursue happiness is to help other 
people. Nothing else will make you happier”—
and we have to agree! 

Impact of CFPD on Local Community 

In 2025 alone, the Community Foundation of 
Portage & District disbursed $606,000 into 
Portage la Prairie and surrounding areas 
through bi-annual Community Grants, Student 
Bursaries & Awards, and Fund Pay-outs to 
local non-profit organizations. Since 1996, our 
community has been lifted by over $5 million 
invested locally—support that continues to 
make a meaningful difference, as we continue 
to help non-profit organizations run important 
programs  for the clients they serve,  as well 
as invest in our local students’ education. 

Local Support Made New Initiative 
Possible 

Three local businesses sponsored this event: 
Southport sponsored marketing and free food 
and coffee for recipients at Southport Golf 
Club and Tim Hortons; PRRA sponsored free 
activity passes for their patrons; and Chicken 
Chef offered multiple free meals and coffee 
for their patrons during these days. Tim 
Hortons was an event location partner, 
allowing us to pay-it-forward to their 
customers with free food and coffee; and 
Herman Prior Activity Centre also 
accommodated us as we paid it forward to 
their members by providing free food and 
activities!  In the end,  over 250 people 
received over $1500 worth of surprises! 

Become Involved—Help CFPD Lift our 
Community Even More 

Visit www.cfpdi.ca/waystogive to become 
involved and make a real difference! 

Thanks to the ongoing support from Southport, the 
Community Foundation of Portage & District is able to 
share this story and show how your donations make an 
impact on Portage la Prairie & area.  
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